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By Paul Ladner

hen pigs fly... well T haven't
mried shooting them out of
the sky yet but I have hunted
them in some pretty dispa-
rate emvironments. Hogs are
tonzh, adapiive ommivores that wreak havoc
on the native flora and fauna. Living in Dli-
nois, there are no opporunities for bonting
them here as amy ocourrence has been agzzres-
sively suppressed. From what I have seen we
are lacky to have held them at bay. With that
said, I am a bit jealons of those that have them
in their backyard.

My hog hunting has involved travel to
sputhemn states that are burdened with large
populations of them. PBS connections have
been imvaluable to put me on some decent
spots. I have made near annumal hoz bunting
trips for sbout eight years visiting Florida,
Georzia, Alabama and Texas. These wips kave
been after the deer season ends and before
spring turkey is underway. Whe doesn’t like
to go south for the winter? They are a worthy
sdversary with noses of blood hounds and are
delicions table fair.

Teff Holchin is my super haro of Georgia
hog lmnfing having led PBS lmnts for many
years om the coastal :alt marsh. He has re-
searched, scouted, valet serviced fom the
girport (an hour+ away), boat taxied, rescued,
fad, cheltered, provisioned and entertained
dozens of PBS members. He often has a
dozen or more in camp at a tme and twenty
through camp in a week! I hear be has acmally
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managed to ot
a day or two
himself and has
brought some
nice ones to bag.

I've joined
Jeff im Geor-
gia at least four
times. The first was my maiden hop bonting
woyage and Jeff was super accommaodating.
Some people would lunt this muddy, zator
and snake infested, dead fat often underwater
tidal flat coverad with seven foot tall vegeta-
tion ooce and call it zood, but not me. T have
even invited my son on the subsequent hants
to show him a pood ome Now that's lowve!
Mot sure it will earn me the father of the year,
bt he seems to like it, too.

The hog population seems to fse and fall
due largely to the actions of the Fish and Wild-
life helicopter shooters so some islands will be
decimated while decent populations exist on
others, but also hwomicanes, gators and bunters
with dogs heve an impact. So it is with hont-
ing, you need to find where they are. Scomi-
ing is mostly by watercraft cuising slowly
around the islands hoping to hear the grimting
and chomping of a content sow, the squeals of
some feisty piglets or the mckus of fighting
boars. Light wind and cool temperatures are
perfect as you can more essily bhear the hogs
and the warm weather loving reptiles and bugs
are oot 35 active. Some wind is needed for the
stalk.

Cmce hogs are located the boat oeeds to

be secured keeping in mind the six plus feet
tidal fluchation every six hours. Being from
the Midwest the impact of the tides adds a
whole new dimension to the challenzes of this
mnt and if you don’t mind them you may find
vourself siranded for hours. With a tide that
large there is almeost always a sivong current
going either in or out That and sand bars that
shift over time make navigating a thinking
man’s game. It really works best when some-
one drops you off in one spot and picks you up
at another following the hunt hence the boat
taxi service Jeff provides.

With the boat secured it's ime to gzet the
stalk on. Keep the wind in your face and act
like a hog rather than spmeak around which
15 impossible to do anyway. The hogs grant
sofily whea content and chomp on the roots of
the vegetation. You can use 3 grunt call or just
make grmting sounds with your mouth and
the chomping sounds can be made by rocking
your hip wader clad foot back and forth in the
mud. Ilike to zet close to zame before taking a
chiot and here there are only close shots. Often
you can’t see 3 hog even when it is Sve yards
from you.

Tag teaming is the best option and makes a
nice change from my usual ree stand hinang.
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It's why it has been so fun for my son and me.
Hand sigmals belp to communicate between
honters. Omce in the hogs you have to be pa-
tient and hope one crosses in foot of you up-
wind giving you the oppormnity for a shot
Often you can be within several yards ofhogs
for quite 3 while before a shot preseats itself

An alternative to the cruise and listen ap-
proach is to hit the “beach”™ and just forge
shead. It is prefty easy to gange the frechness
of sign and it is obvions when you get into an
ared that the hogs have been recently rootng
as the pround will be mmed up and the sizn
otherwise fresh Blindly womping around can
be exhausting as you smmble upon impass-
able tidal creeks and there is rarely a place to
sit without geiting a wet rear end. There is no
dry zromnd other than damp hogs nests and
the fomam washed in from the last hurmicane,
Wavigating is also a chsllenge as everything
looks the same and there is no elevation to zet
sbove the vegetation o see around Having
some sort of GPS unit is advised and marking
waypoint is important to find your way back
o the boat

A for nmiter success, it has been reason-
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able overall and good for me Other than my
first mwip, I have gone home with some fTesh
pork. My son has been suwccessful on two
bumnts as well When you get inte them dou-
bling is cerminly a possibility.

Cm a previous year's rip we moved in on
a couple of feeding sows and I was afforded a
shot before Richard. Ihit one of the sows and
they both teok off. After a bit of blood mail-
ing we found my hog and the other was stll
hanging around. She bolted from my presence
and ran past Rich. He drew back, swung and
released am amow. I wish I had a better view
of the action Fich thought he missed the shot
and advanced very slowly to where the hog
was last heard It had carried on for a mimite
and then was quiet. He moved forward care-
fully assuming the hog had silently smck off.
Mot untl be was within ten yards could be see
the hog. He drew back and took another shot.
It turns out the hoz was already dead having
been hit in the heart by the first nooning shot!
We were elated.

Icould bore youn with storias of similar op-
portunities, but you get the pictore. Would I
do it azain? Of course.

Wy Texas hog super herg is Bubba Graves.
He has been hosting a monntain hop hunt for
vears as well. He was just as gracious as Jeff
making sure all in camp had a great time. He
made a four hour round mip o pick me up
from the airport after weather related avel
swes prevented me from following through
on the original fravel plans. Unbelievable is
all I can say.

This was the frst ame I went on his hont
and other than the hogs, the hunt conld not
be more differsnt. The area is not just moun-
tainous it is also desert! Climbing and mip-
ping over erosion rounded rocks of all sizes
mkes for a real workons. There is premy thick
troshy vegetation and a fair smount of thoms.
MNavigaton is prety simple as the mountaing
are divided by creek bottom ravines. If you
stay in one dramage (and it would be preny
hard to cross out of the one you are in) youn
can follow the bottoms back dowm to camp.

Ewen though if is a desert, drinking water
is more available than in the tidal fats. These
are several springs providing good fresh
water. The oak frees
in the mountaing are

~ amznued on page 35
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= == like bonsai ver-

o siomns of the oaks
here in Nlinois and the acoms are tiny, but the
hops were feeding on them pretty good just
the sama.

Locating the hogs required some hoofing it
and azzin listening as bogs are social and vocal
animals. They root throngh the rocks around
the oak trees offen om hill sides sometimes re-
sulting in mini rock slides making them easy
to foous in on. I didn’t figure out how o stalk
n on them as they seemed harder to fool in
the rocky thicket than the moddy marsh but it
might have been a matter of Sguring ont the
needed tactics. I decided late in the hunt that
an ambush approach may be my best bet. We
idennfied an area the bops were working regu-
larly and a natoral ground blind play did allow
me an oppormumity which I did not capitalize on.

There are javelinas zs well as hogs i the
area and we had some opporiunities on those
as well. We saw Indian artwoerk and found
evidence of their handicrafts by way of stone
tools. Indians and later cowboys hamted these
mountsin ravines. We saw elk as well as exotic,
bt well adapted aondads. The aoudads really
knocked rocks off the ledges 25 they buted
heads!

Lifie in camp on all occasions has been just
as rewarding as the nnt. There are many things
o be leammed from fellow bunters if you will
just sit back and listen Shared meals around
& camp fire are primordial Being regaled with
stories of ranscontinental hmang advennres
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of others serves to stoke the fire within amy
bowhunter's heart. These bunts are alse prety
chesp, depending on fwavel expenses mostdly.
License requirements are minimal and soome-
times not requited at all. I have spent as hile
a5 3 couple nmdred dollars and no more than
abourt J600 if air travel was imvolved.

What an honor to be able to expenence
such unique and diverse habitats. Thank you to
my FBS brothers for puting yourselves out to
make it possible. When it is the dead of winter,
zo south young man (or old man), chase some
bacon and take a Tide on Superman’s cape.
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